Bioethics Symposium for Residents || Thursday, April 10, 2025 || Hood Center || Agenda
Theme:  The Patient’s Capacity to Participate in Healthcare Decision Making
Introduction:  Why?  Why devote a whole symposium to capacity and the consequences of its assessment?
	TIME
	TOPIC
	PRESENTER

	9:00 am
	Introduction to the symposium:  Why?  Why devote a whole symposium to capacity and the consequences of its assessment?
· Data from the clinical ethics advice and consultation service
· Anecdotal reports indicating a knowledge/skill gap in clinician assessments of capacity
· The often not well understood consequences of the determination
· Overview of the symposium
	Michelle Meyer

	9:30 am
	Capacity 101
· Capacity is the corner stone of patient-centered care and shared, informed decision making
· The four integral abilities
· Empirical findings 
	Karen Korzick

	10:15 am
	Break
	

	10:30
	Difficult capacity assessments:  when neurologists and/or behavioral health professionals may be needed to conduct a systematic and “autonomy-preserving” assessment
· When patients have neurological or psychiatric/psychological illnesses that MAY affect cognition and mentation
· Patient with mild intellectual disability
Perhaps more of a discussion/panel than presentation?
	Randy Fulton & 
John-Michael Perez

	11:15 am
	Demonstration/modeling of an “expert” approach to assessing capacity while engaging a patient in a process of informed consent or refusal
· Idea:  employ a standardized patient with a clinician – sort of theater in the round
· Focus:  high stakes decision, e.g., dialysis
· Following demonstration, group discussion of salient observations, techniques, etc.
· This could be rendered into a “script” of sorts
	Dan Bucaloiu

	Noon
	Lunch
	

	12:30 pm
	Navigating the consequences of determining that the patient lacks capacity
· Advance directives
· Unrepresented patient policy
· Types of surrogate decision makers
	Sharon Gray and 
Dan Hoegen

	1:15 pm
	Working with surrogate decision makers
· What makes for an effective surrogate decision maker?
· Working with health care agents
· Working with health care representatives
	Dan Davis

	2:00 pm
	Demonstration/modeling of a clinician working with a health care representative in the context of a serious, advanced illness
· Healthcare and Interprofessional Communication has cases that could be adapted for this purpose
· Issues to be explored:  the moral/legal role of the surrogate decision maker
· The statutory limitations on the authority of a health care representative 
	Karen Korzick

	3:00 pm
	Adjourn
	



